
 

 

December 8, 2020  

Help Needed Physical Examination Skills of 4th Year Students 

Dear Valued Year 4 electives preceptor 

We are so grateful to you for taking a year 4 student for an elective during 2020 and 2021 which has 
been a very challenging time for everyone.  This year our UBC students are staying in province and we 
know that many of you created an elective especially for this unique year so our graduating students can 
continue to obtain their competencies.   

Not unique to UBC is a challenge of teaching and assessing the physical examination.  The students who 
are graduating in the spring of 2021 will have a virtual OSCE and will not be examined on their physical 
examination skills at the level we usually assess.  We need your help to provide opportunities to directly 
observe and give feedback to our 4th year students regarding their physical examination skills. 

We recognize due to COVID-19 that not all teams are doing bedside rounding as before, but some of the 
feedback from our preceptors has been that the following teaching opportunities have been helpful: 

- set aside a few minutes for one on one rounding with a different student each day during 
which we review and examine at least one patient together; during that time we trouble shoot 
their physical exam skills in real time 
- I have asked students to identify physical exam maneuvers that they have not done with 
patients yet and we seek out opportunities to apply them 
- we emphasize physical exam abnormalities during non-bedside rounds, then demonstrate 
these findings to the group later in the day time permitting 
- we have avoided discussing hypothetical pathology at length. Instead we have discussed 
the pathological signs that exist in front of us 
 
If you or a resident on your team could be mindful about giving feedback to our students on their 
physical examination skills, this will be very helpful.  We are not tracking this in any way. 

Thank you again for all that you do.  With best regards, 

Cary Cuncic, Associate Director of Curriculum, years 3 and 4 
Vincent Arockiasamy, Director of Assessment 
Arman Abdalkhani, Electives Director, VFMP 
Kathleen O’Malley, Electives Director, NMP 
Amita Modi, Electives Director, IMP 
Arthur Skotnicki, Electives Director SMP 
 


